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SCHOOL LEAVING AGE PUBLIC FORUMS 

147. Mrs D.J. GUISE to the Minister for Education and Training: 
Will the minister please update the House on the consultation process for the school leaving age public forums to 
be held statewide, as announced in Albany last week? 

Mr A.J. CARPENTER replied: 
I thank the member for Wanneroo for the question and for her advocacy for education in her electorate.   

I will be very brief.  The consultation process will begin with 14 public forums in 14 weeks across regional 
Western Australia, commencing in Albany on 29 April.  We will follow that with forums in Bunbury, 
Carnarvon, Collie, Esperance, Geraldton, Kalgoorlie-Boulder, Karratha, Kununurra, Mandurah, Margaret River, 
Narrogin, Northam and Port Hedland.  We will then conduct forums in the metropolitan area, the number of 
which is yet to be determined.  There will also be a small targeted group of consultations with employers and 
youth groups in all those areas on the same very important issue of raising the school leaving age and engaging 
young people for longer in education, training and employment.  We have set aside about $1 million for this 
consultation process.  A web site developed by the Department of Education will be officially online from 
tomorrow seeking feedback, information and submissions from the public and providing information, including 
all the points for discussion that we will take around the State in this series of forums. 

This will be the most important education reform that WA has seen for a very long time - probably 30 or 40 
years.  I want the reform to work, regardless of who comes and goes in this job or in government, and I ask all 
members of Parliament to give their support to it. 
 


